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The U.S. – Guatemala Business Council (USG-BC) believes that promoting a strong, proactive and mutually 

beneficial relation between Guatemala and the United States is fundamental to generate economic prosperity 

and to improve security and governance that can reduce migration. The cyclical migratory crisis that our region 

is experiencing presents an opportunity to work together to address the root causes of migration. 

 

In this effort, the USG-BC highlights the importance of combatting narcotrafficking and endemic corruption.  

Both challenges weaken the rule of law, distort the economy and reduce legal certainty. Therefore, we must 

work to bolster institutions and mechanisms that increase transparency and accountability. 

 

The private sector is part of the solution to contribute to a strategy that creates jobs, strengthens institutions 

and reduces migration and we take this opportunity to propose the following ideas: 

 

1. Develop a strategy that has a clear objective. We believe that the objective of any plan for Central America 

should be the creation of an environment that leads to the creation of economic opportunities. This 

strategy should include elements that strengthen the rule of law to generate legal certainty for investments 

and that promote and protect private property as a key element for development. 

2. Learning from past shortcomings: Using the lessons learned from the Plan of the Alliance for Prosperity 

and the Central America Engagement Strategy in the new strategy will save time, money and lives. It is 

extremely important to use available data to understand who the migrants are, where they are coming 

from and what could make them stay. 

3. Prioritize with a focus on sustainability: Central America has many challenges, but most of them should be 

addressed by the local Government, private sector and civil society. Nevertheless, we believe that it is in the 

interest of the U.S. to assist the region with targeted cooperation that is invested in strategic areas and 

disbursed through organizations that have a proven and sustained record of measurable impact. 

4. Supporting “zero cost” elements: There are tools, like legislation, which have strategic importance and 

create an important framework to attract investments. Often, these elements only require political support 

and/or targeted communication and can yield positive results. 

5. Infrastructure as path to development: Infrastructure (roads, ports, electricity, green infrastructure and 5G) 

can be a guiding element to create economic opportunities, increase trade, protect the environment, combat 

corruption and strengthen the rule of law. From the biggest company to the smallest entrepreneur 

competitive infrastructure can make a difference and propel inclusive development. 

6. Permanent consultation can be a game changer: Listening to representative leaders from the private sector 

and civil society before, during and after developing a regional strategy will make it more resilient and will 

produce local ownership. A periodic and structured consultation mechanism that mixes high level 

engagement with operative level coordination will keep stakeholders engaged and focused on producing 

results.  


